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THE OLD REGISTERS OF THE CATHOLIC
MISSION OF LLANARTH IN THE COUNTY OF

MONMOUTH, 1781-1838

TRANSCRIBED BY JOHN HOBSON MATTHEWS FROM THE
ORIGINAL MANUSCRIPTS AT LLANARTH

Two square 8vo paper books, the first bound in stiff vellum, the second in boards.
The first has on the outside of the cover:—"Bishop Sharrock's Baptismal Register
to be kept at Perthyre, Monmouth or Llanarth.—P. Thespien. Jan. 25, 1813."

The Mission of Llanarth has had a more or less continuous existence ever since
the ancient church of that parish was finally diverted to Protestant uses in the reign
of Elizabeth. For this continuance throughout the period of Penal legislation it is
indebted to the Catholic fidelity of the family of Herbert, who have been Lords
of the Manor of Llanarth from the year 1456. Down to the middle of the eighteenth
century" Mass was said only in [he domestic chapel of their mansion of Hendreobeth
(now called Llanarth Court); but for the last 150 years the Catholics have assembled
in the chapel which stands in the grounds at a short distance from the house.

For the benefit of genealogical readers of this Register it should be explained
that the descendants of John William Thomas of Treowen and Llanarth, High Sheriff
1587, followed the Welsh custom by using his Christian name as their surname.
That is to say, they bore the cognomen Jones for nine generations, until in 1848
the late Mr. John Arthur Edward Jones of Llanarth assumed by Royal Licence
the surname Herbert in lieu of Jones. This was a reversion to the clan name,
which had meantime been borne only by cadet branches.

The first Volume is entirely in the neat, bold, cursive handwriting of Bishop
Sharrock, and nearly all the entries appear to have been written at one and the
same time—probably copied from rough memoranda, as was usually done. The
second Volume is in the handwriting of the Rev. William Gerard throughout, with
the exception of about the last six baptisms.

The Rev. Edward Jones served the Llanarth Mission 1774-1799, in which latter
year he died there and was buried in the parish churchyard.

The Rev. William Gerard served Llanarth during 39 years, and died [here
23 May 1830, aged 7S. He was buried in the Jones' (Herberts') family vault in the
churchyard.

The Rev. W. F. Bevan was officiating at Llanarth in 1832, and the Rev. G. F. Beavan
1833-1835.

The Rev. Samuel Fisher was priest of the Mission 1835-1865. He died at
the Monastery, Pontypool, 14 January 1875, aged 84 years, and was buried in the
Catholic cemetery at Usk.

The Rev. Edmund Delerue. commenced his ministry at Llanarth 1865, and in
1902 was still rector of the Mission. His curate in 1901 for a few months was
the Rev. Paul Hook, who has been succeeded by the Rev. Joseph Eaton.

Most if not all of these were also domestic chaplains to the Jones (now Herbert)
family.

First Book.
(i) CATALOGUS BAPTISATORUM.

1781.
Anno Domini Millesimo Septingentesimo Octogesimo primo, die

decimâ Octavâ Mensis Novembris, Ego Gregorius Sharrock, Episcopus
Telmessen., Illustrissimi Ramatensis in districtu Occidentali Coadjutor,
apud Lanarth baptisavi infantem die decimâ quintâ dicti Mensis natum


